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ENG3U Novel Study ISP: Room 

  

READ 

As you start to read, decide which ideas in the novel you find most interesting. You will have 

to figure out a way to track these ideas in order to collect support for your paper. You may 

want to make a document of ideas. Here are some topics to keep in mind and to look for 

when reading your novel: themes, motifs, symbols, plot changes and events, character 

developments, questions, writing style and connections to the author. You may also want to 

mark pages that intrigue you, catch your attention, or that you have questions about. If you 

need any clarification, you are welcome to use online resources for support, or ask your 

teacher. 

 

You will submit all notes, research and brainstorming with your final products. 

  

Research Multimedia Presentation & Essay 

  

This assignment will be presented orally and in essay format. 

  

Oral Presentation 

  

You will be able to have fun with your media skills and creativity as well as your analyses. 

Presentations are to be around 15 minutes long. You must include a Work Cited page with 

your rubric prior to presenting. You are welcome to use any platform for this project. My 

suggestions include: PowerPoint, Keynote, Prezi, creating a website with WordPress or Wixs, 

TedEd, YouTube, Powtoon, Glogster, and Animoto. You can use one or a mix of a bunch – 

whatever you think is best for your topic. You must include page references, quotations, 

videos, and images in your presentation. 

  

Essay 

·       Your paper should be minimum 1500 words - maximum 3500 words. 

·       You need a title and a properly formatted title page. 

·       You need to use proper MLA notation and include a Works Cited list. 

·       Your essay should be double spaced and written in 12-point font. 

  

Visit this website for MLA assistance: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


 

Title and Title Page 

You need a title specific to your topic. “ISU Essay” is not an effective title. Your title needs to 

mention the title of your novel, the author, and the focus for your essay. You could have 

something like the following: 

  

The Spinster and the Temptress: 

The Role of Women in Dashiell Hammet’s The Maltese Falcon 

  

or 

  

Imagery and Motif in Tolstoy’s War and Peace 

  

  

  

  

Your title page should look like this: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 



ISP Topics 

  

I have divided guiding questions into three topics: Jack, Ma and Author’s Choices. I would like 

you to choose one of the topics, and use the questions to guide your reading and annotating. 

As you read you will determine what questions capture your attention and you would like to 

further explore for your paper. You are welcome to use a combination of any of the questions 

for your paper. If there is a separate topic you have thought of yourself, please let me know. 

  

(1)  Jack 

a.     Why do you think the entire book is told in Jack’s voice? Do you think it is 

effective? 

b.  How does Jack’s voice change the way you view the events of the novel? Does it make the 

events easier to bear, or more difficult? 

c.  What qualities does he lend to the story that an older narrator might not have? 

d.  Discuss the ways in which Jack’s development has been stunted by growing up in Room. 

Has he on any level benefited from the seclusion? 

e.  How did you react to Jack’s difficulty distinguishing between what’s real (in Room) and 

what’s on the television? Did you find his changes in perception and understanding feel 

authentic to you? 

f.   Why would Jack rather be inside Room than be “free”? 

  

(2)  Ma 

a.  How would the novel have been different if it were narrated by Ma instead? 

b.  What would you do differently if you were Jack’s parent? Would you tell Jack about the 

outside world from the start? 

c.  If Ma had never given birth to Jack, what would her situation in Room be like? 

d.  When Ma is interviewed, the interviewer implies that perhaps not everyone would agree 

with Ma's decisions regarding Jack - first, her decision to keep him in Room when she 

could have tried to have Old Nick abandon him at a hospital, and second, to teach him that 

Room was all there is, that things in TV aren't real, etc. What are your thoughts regarding 

these decisions? 

e.  What issues does Ma encounter after achieving freedom from Room? 

  

(3)  Author’s Choices 

a.  Donoghue deliberately keeps the kidnapper—or the villain—out of the spotlight. How would 

this story be different if he’d been more present in these pages, if we’d been privy to his 

thoughts, his motivations, or even his name? Why do you think she chooses not to focus 

on Old Nick? Did you want to know more about him? 

b.  Are this story and its characters relatable? Donoghue said she thinks a tragic story like this 

can illuminate the human condition, that Ma and Jack’s story might be everybody’s story. 

What do you think she means? Do you agree with her? 

c.  Was the choice to have Ma and Jack return to Room a surprising one? Was this an 

effective closing scene? Did you want or expect something different? 

d.  Often stories focus on the captivity of women and children and not on the pain of their re-

entry into the outside world. What were some of Ma’s and Jack’s biggest struggles, and 

how did they work against each other? 

e.  Why are we so fascinated by stories of long-term confinement? 



ENG3U ISP Essay Rubric  

Name:                                                                                                                               

Date:  
 

Categories Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Knowledge Show limited 

understanding of 
the topic and 
support for the 

main ideas.  

Show some 

understanding of 
the topic and 
support for the 

main ideas.  

Show 

considerable 
understanding of 
the topic and 

support for the 
main ideas.  

Show thorough 

understanding of 
the topic and 
support for the 

main ideas.  

Thinking Uses the writing 
process and 

critical thinking 
skills with limited 
effectiveness.  

Uses the writing 
process and 

critical thinking 
skills with 
moderate 

effectiveness. 

Uses the writing 
process and 

critical thinking 
skills with 
considerable 

effectiveness. 

Uses the writing 
process and 

critical thinking 
skills with high 
degree of  

effectiveness. 

Communication Communicates 
arguments with 
limited 

effectiveness, 
which can be 
confusing for the 

reader. The use of 
language 
conventions is 

limited. 

Communicates 
arguments with 
some 

effectiveness, 
some sections are 
unclear to the 

reader. The use of 
language 
conventions 

involves some 
errors. 

Communicates 
arguments with 
considerable 

effectiveness and 
the message is 
clear to the 

reader. The use of 
language 
conventions is 

correct and 
effective. 

Communicates 
arguments with a 
high degree 

effectiveness and 
the writing is 
thought-provoking 

for the reader. The 
use of language 
conventions is 

correct, effective, 
and sophisticated. 

Application Transfers 
knowledge and 

skills to new 
contexts with 
limited 

effectiveness. 
Applies MLA 
formatting with 

limited 
effectiveness. 

Transfers 
knowledge and 

skills to new 
contexts with 
some 

effectiveness. 
Applies MLA 
formatting with 

some 
effectiveness. 

Transfers 
knowledge and 

skills to new 
contexts with 
considerable 

effectiveness. 
Applies MLA 
formatting with 

only minor errors. 

Transfers 
knowledge and 

skills to new 
contexts with a 
high degree of 

effectiveness. 
Applies MLA 
formatting with no 

errors. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

ENG3U ISP Oral Presentation Rubric 

Name:                                                                                                                               

Date: 

 

Categories Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Knowledge Description of 
concept makes 
limited reference 
to examples 

Description of 
concept makes 
some reference 
to examples 

Description of 
concept makes 
considerable 
reference to 
examples 

Description of 
concept makes 
thorough 
reference to 
examples 

Thinking Analyzes 
concrete 
information, 
ideas, and 
elements 

Analyzes 
concrete and 
some complex 
information, 
ideas, and 
elements 

Analyzes 
concrete and 
complex 
information, 
ideas and 
elements 

Analyzes 
concrete, 
complex, and 
subtle 
information, 
ideas and 
elements 

Communication Description of 
concept 
demonstrates 
limited 
organization and 
communicates 
information with 
limited clarity 

Description of 
concept 
demonstrates 
some 
organization and 
communicates 
information with 
some clarity 

Description of 
concept 
demonstrates 
considerable 
organization and 
communicates 
information with 
considerable 
clarity 

Description of 
concept 
demonstrates a 
high level of 
organization and 
communicates 
information with 
a high degree of 
clarity 

Application Uses few 
presentation 
techniques to 
engage the 
interest of the 
audience 

Uses some 
presentation 
techniques to 
engage the 
interest of the 
audience 

Uses a variety of 
presentation 
techniques to 
engage the 
interest of the 
audience 

Uses a wide 
variety of 
presentation 
techniques to 
engage the 
interest of the 
audience 

 


